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DEAR FRIENDS,

When I stepped into leadership at the North Carolina Justice Center 
in 2023, I knew great opportunities and great obstacles lay ahead. 
Our state and national politics starkly divided and the impacts of the 
pandemic deeply felt, it seemed like every day held new challenges. 

As challenging as things have been, I know there were times in our history 
that were even more challenging, and people had fewer resources to 
confront them.

I am reminded of the words of the late John Lewis, “Ours is not the 
struggle of one day, one week, or one year. Ours is not the struggle of 
one judicial appointment or presidential term. Ours is the struggle of 
a lifetime, or maybe even many lifetimes, and each one of us in every 
generation must do our part.” 

Taking this advice to heart, I remain committed to keeping the long view in our mission to 
eliminate poverty in North Carolina. In the year ahead, especially as our neighbors in Western 
North Carolina rebuild following the devastation of Hurricane Helene, we face these struggles 
with resolve. 

As we think about our work, we evaluate how our advocacy, investments, and partnerships are 
getting the families of North Carolina the support and financial stability they need and deserve. 

The pages ahead tell the story of how we’ve done just that. This year we: 

•	 Won class action lawsuits, canceling debt for thousands of North Carolinians (pg. 6) 
•	 Ensured research-based, community-supported policies remained at the forefront of 

budget conversations, remaining focused on the Leandro Comprehensive Remedial 
Plan (pg. 8) 

•	 Educated small business owners on the many benefits of fair chance hiring and 
second chance initiatives (pg. 10) 

•	 Supported strategic outreach to newly eligible Medicaid recipients, enrolling over 
half a million people into the program (pg. 12) 

•	 Helped families move through the complicated and backlogged immigration system 
and filed actions for individuals experiencing delays (pg. 14) 

•	 Organized community members and advocates demanding stronger worker 
protections and more robust enforcement of labor laws (pg. 16) 

As you read, you will see how the NC Justice Center is uniquely poised to make a lasting impact—
and we are immensely grateful for your partnership. These efforts and outcomes would not be 
possible without the amazing support of our donors. I hope you take pride in the progress we’ve 
made and feel inspired to imagine with us the long view of lasting justice.  

Reggie Shuford,  

NC Justice Center Executive Director
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HIGHLIGHTS JULY 2023 - JUNE 2024

Duke Energy and N.C. 
Utilities Commission 
agreed to pilot customer 
assistance program 
(CAP) reducing energy 
bills for individuals with 
low incomes 

AUGUST 2023

Hosted first Deferred 
Action for Labor 

Enforcement clinic

OCTOBER 2023

Co-authored report 
revealing the extent to 
which North Carolina 
courts are burdening 
people with increasing 
debt from criminal court 
fines and fees

OCTOBER 2023

Medicaid expansion 
went live

DECEMBER 2023

Co-hosted month-long 
vigil for freedom and 

racial justice

DECEMBER 2023

Rebecca Cerese, 
Policy Advocate, 

awarded Families USA’s 
2024 Health Justice 

Advocate of the Year for 
Health Coverage

JANUARY 2024

Secured over $1 
million in settlements 
for mobile home 
residents involved 
in a rent-to-own 
scheme

FEBRUARY 2024

Released first “Carolina 
Changemakers” 

episode, a podcast 
by the North Carolina 

Justice Center

MARCH 2024
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Published two education 
briefs in response to 

shortcomings in the state 
budget revealing significant 

budget pressures on N.C. 
public schools

MAY 2024 

Co-hosted vigil for 
Workers’ Memorial 
Day, remembering 
those who have 
suffered and died 
on the job

APRIL 2024

Court approved $5.75 
million settlement, 

canceling approximately 
$35 million of debts 

for over 18,000 North 
Carolinians

JUNE 2024

NC Justice Center 
invited to Governor’s 
Mansion to celebrate 

500,000 North 
Carolinians enrolling 

in Medicaid

JUNE 2024
Sarah Montgomery, 
Education & Law Senior 
Policy Advocate, received 
Education Award by the 
Hoke County NAACP

JUNE 2024

Hosted Unlocking 
Opportunities: A Second 
Chance Business Mixer 
with AJ’s Cheesecakes, 
which led to 5 businesses 
committing to become 
second chance 
employers

JUNE 2024
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This year, we continued challenging unfair debt 
collection practices, rent-to-own scams, and 
violations of landlord/tenant laws. We advocated for 
safe, affordable housing and programs that protect 
and aid tenants, homeowners, and consumers. 

We worked directly with several individuals to 
prevent foreclosure. We focused on victims of 
predatory lending aimed at people of color and on 
cases that will expand consumer protections for all 
North Carolinians. 

We worked at the state level to oppose harmful bills 
and challenge predatory practices, discrimination, 
and legislation that would weaken consumer 
protections. 

In 2024, lawmakers introduced several bills that 
could harm tenants by limiting their rights to appeal 
evictions and making it easier to remove “squatters.” 
We fought to stop the worst provisions and protect 
tenants, and we’ll keep opposing attempts to 
weaken tenant protection laws.

Our efforts this year resulted in over $70 million in 
canceled debts and investments in  North Carolina’s 
low-income households. 

This included a significant victory in a class-action 
lawsuit against one of the largest debt buyers in the 
nation, Portfolio Recovery Associations (PRA), who 
paid $5.75 million into a settlement fund and agreed 
to stop collecting debts for 18,000+ class members, 
canceling over $35 million in debts. 

The case was made possible by our state’s strong 
anti-debt buyer legislation—which we advocated for 
and passed in 2009. Our team has worked to ensure 
lawmakers uphold these laws, monitoring ways 
debt buyers engage in collection activity and obtain 
default judgments. 

For the past eight years, our attorneys have 
defended this case, demanding all efforts to collect 
the debts be stopped and ensuring lawmakers 
uphold North Carolina’s consumer protection laws. 
We will continue litigation to protect consumers 
and tenants and coordinate with tenant organizers 
statewide. 

CONSUMER, HOUSING & ENERGY
WE IMPROVED HOUSING CONDITIONS FOR PEOPLE WITH LOW INCOMES, ENSURING 

AFFORDABLE UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION, AND PROTECTED NORTH CAROLINIANS 

FROM HARMFUL AND ABUSIVE BUSINESS PRACTICES. 

HEALTH ADVOCACYCONSUMER, 
HOUSING & ENERGY

EDUCATION & 
LAW

FAIR CHANCE 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

IMMIGRANT & 
REFUGEE RIGHTS

WORKERS’ RIGHTS

NC Justice Center staff stand with class representatives and private 
attorneys who served as co-counsel after the motion for final approval of 
the settlement in Pounds v. Portfolio Recovery Associates, LLC class-action.  
From left to right: Carlene McNulty, Jerry Hartzell, Rhonda Hall, Jason Pikler, 
Iris Pounds, Travis Collum, and Adrian Lapas. 
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Iris Pounds, a plaintiff in the class action 
against debt-buyer Portfolio Recovery 
Associates
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We celebrated another historic victory when the 
North Carolina Utilities Commission approved North 
Carolina’s first bill payment assistance program. 
This program provides an automatic bill reduction 
of $42 per month to Duke customers who have been 
enrolled in federal programs for low-income energy 

assistance. We are working to continue to improve 
the program and ensure the benefits and burdens of 
energy production and consumption are distributed 
fairly, especially for low-income, marginalized 
communities, and communities of color. 

	   We not only achieved a favorable 
outcome but also regained a sense of 
hope and justice.  This victory means 
so much to me and will significantly 
improve my life and the lives of 
countless others affected 
by PRA’s predatory 
actions.”

“  
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This year, we continued to advocate for the most 
pressing issue facing North Carolina’s schools: 
the urgent need for adequate and equitable 
funding. Facing a record teacher shortage, learning 
losses, and widening academic achievement 
gaps exacerbated by racial and socioeconomic 
segregation, the 2023 state budget decreased 
public school funding by two percent. 

Meanwhile, the budget tripled  funding for a 
universal voucher program—subsidizing private 
school enrollments while further exacerbating 
budget pressures for local public schools. 

Policymakers and advocates alike looked to us 
for critical analysis of this diversion of 

resources.   

Our team responded quickly, 
publishing reports and policy 
briefs that critically analyzed 
these shortcomings. Our 
research uncovered significant 
accountability gaps. 

We ensured research-based, 
community-supported policies 

remained at the forefront of budget 
conversations, remaining focused on 

the Leandro Comprehensive Remedial Plan.  

While the North Carolina Supreme Court continues 
to delay the plan’s implementation, we were 
successful in generating continued coverage 
and awareness of all that’s at stake in the case. 
We continued to organize and engage advocates 
through Communities for the Education of Every 
Child NC, a coalition of organizations, parents, 
teachers, and students working to uphold children’s 
constitutional rights to a fully funded education. 

Advocacy days hosted in February and June put 
further pressure on lawmakers to fully fund the 
Leandro Plan, end discriminatory school discipline 
practices, delay the childcare funding cliff, and 
suspend the use of public funds for private school 
vouchers. 

Despite a tumultuous climate, our efforts have seen 
results. Lawmakers passed emergency funding for 
childcare centers, addressing the end of millions of 
dollars in COVID-era aid and an attempt to increase 
the number of private school vouchers was not 
passed. 

We connected local advocates to state-level policies 
impacting their schools, successfully growing the 
membership of the Every Child NC coalition and 
building power to prioritize investments in our local 
public schools. 

EDUCATION & LAW
WE WORKED TO IMPROVE AND REFORM PUBLIC EDUCATION FROM PRE-K TO 12TH SO THAT 

ALL STUDENTS—ESPECIALLY STUDENTS WHO FACE ADDITIONAL BARRIERS—CAN ACCESS 

HIGH-QUALITY, EQUITABLE EDUCATION IN A SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT.

HEALTH ADVOCACYCONSUMER, 
HOUSING & ENERGY

EDUCATION & 
LAW

FAIR CHANCE 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

IMMIGRANT & 
REFUGEE RIGHTS

WORKERS’ RIGHTS

“ 



2023-2024 NCJC IMPACT REPORT 09

WE ARE EACH CONTRIBUTING 
TO THE STRUGGLE TO FORCE 
FORWARD PROGRESS, 
DISRUPT ENTRENCHED 
INEQUITIES, REJECT 
BUSINESS AS USUAL, AND TO 
KEEP THAT RIGHTEOUS FIRE 
BURNING.”

When we started organizing around Leandro over four years ago, we were worried 
it might not catch on. Trying to reinvigorate and breathe new life into a decades-

long court battle, returning to national standards—would that really move people to act? Is 
that enough for our restless and creative imaginations? 

Well, it turns out $4.5 billion owed our children and digging us out from dead last place for 
funding effort feels pretty transformational. 

It turns out Leandro is one of, if not the most important and consequential court cases in 
our state’s civil rights legacy—and we have worked hard to make sure we frame it as such, 
while elevating our movement mentors that represent the heart and soul of what this case 
is really about. 

Brown v. Board turned 70 this year. Leandro turns 30. The fight for justice and education 
rights existed long before us.

“ 

SARAH MONTGOMERY, Education & Law Senior Policy Advocate, 
speaking at Communities for the Education of Every Child NC Day of 
Action for Education Rights, Feb. 23, 2024

Top image: Students participate in round 
table discussion with lawmakers at June 
Day of Action at the North Carolina 
General Assembly. | Bottom image: 
Sarah Montgomery speaks in Raleigh at 
February Day of Action with the Every 
Child NC coalition. 
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“ 
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This year, we made significant strides in our mission 
to dismantle legal and social barriers for individuals 
with criminal records—while also facing incredible 
obstacles and harmful policies. 

Senate Bill 565 was initially written to fix our state’s 
process for automated expunctions—a critical 
process for providing equitable access to record 
clearing. However, the bill was gutted and rewritten 
in late May, preventing the automatic clearing of not-
guilty and dismissed charges. We coordinated with 
partners across the state, helped plan and execute a 
lobby day attended by over 500 people, and hosted 
weekly virtual action hours demanding lawmakers 
restore the bill. 

Our efforts were successful. In June, the Senate 
and House voted unanimously to pass the restored 
version of SB 565, improving and restarting 
automated expunction. Governor Cooper signed 
the bill, making it law and providing expunction 
relief to thousands of people. 

This moment reinforces the critical importance 
of growing our Second Chance movement. We 
continued to publish factsheets, articles, policy 
briefs, and reports, informing key stakeholders 
about unfair policies and practices that exclude 
people with criminal records from essential 
opportunities and resources. We also sought 
to create meaningful engagement through 
nontraditional partnerships and creative advocacy.

We initiated the Fair Chance Fellowship, a 10-
week program that supports directly impacted 
advocates in building policy advocacy skills. The 
program empowers these activists with facts, policy 
solutions, and strategies to use their experiences for 
reform. 

We also partnered with members of the business 
community and beyond to build broad-based 
coalitions committed to fair chance hiring. We 
continued to conduct outreach and share resources, 
equipping businesses with tools to modify their 
employment policies. 

FAIR CHANCE CRIMINAL JUSTICE
WE PARTNERED WITH IMPACTED PEOPLE, CONGREGATIONS, CONCERNED COMMUNITY 

MEMBERS, ADVOCACY ORGANIZATIONS, AND DECISION-MAKERS TO MAKE THE CRIMINAL 

LEGAL SYSTEM MORE FAIR—FROM ARREST TO REENTRY. 

HEALTH ADVOCACYCONSUMER, 
HOUSING & ENERGY

EDUCATION & 
LAW

FAIR CHANCE 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

IMMIGRANT & 
REFUGEE RIGHTS

WORKERS’ RIGHTS

Advocates attended Second Chance Lobby on April 30, 2024. 
Hosted in partnership with NC Second Chance Alliance, the day 
addressed laws and policies to expand criminal record relief, end 
the harmful use of mugshots, and end debt-based driver’s license 
suspensions. 
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No one that works here has any background in 
baking—that’s something they learn—but I have 

not had one employee that wouldn’t qualify as an effective 
person. 

When we interview people, 
we don’t ask about their 
employment background. 
When someone sits down in front of me, that’s another 
human being. I’ve often said, ‘I’m going to start holding you 
accountable from this moment. Anything behind you is 
behind you.’

They show up every day and jump right in. That’s the loyalty, 
the amazingness that you get when you take chances. 

If you treat your employees, whether they have a 
background or not, with respect, they’re going to follow the 
example you set for them.”  

ALI EDWARDS, Owner of AJ’s Cheesecakes, 
speaking at Second Chance Business Mixer in 
June 2024

“ 
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In June,  we partnered with AJ’s Cheesecakes, a 
locally owned small business in Durham, to host the 
Second Chance Business Mixer. The event brought 
together a diverse array of local business leaders, 
juvenile-involved individuals, and reentry service 
providers.

Attendees discussed the many benefits of providing 
people with records the opportunity to obtain and 
maintain meaningful employment. 

As we see slow progress toward local policy and 
practice changes, we also remain committed to 
building long-term strategies to advance criminal 
legal reform in our state. 
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HEALTH ADVOCACY
WE AIMED TO ENSURE ALL NORTH CAROLINIANS—ESPECIALLY PEOPLE WITH LOW INCOMES 

WHO ARE UNINSURED/UNDERINSURED, PEOPLE OF COLOR, AND THOSE LIVING IN RURAL, 

UNDER-RESOURCED COMMUNITIES—HAVE MEANINGFUL ACCESS TO QUALITY, AFFORDABLE, 

EQUITABLE, COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH CARE, AND BETTER HEALTH OUTCOMES AND QUALITY 

OF LIFE. 

HEALTH ADVOCACYCONSUMER, 
HOUSING & ENERGY

EDUCATION & 
LAW

FAIR CHANCE 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

IMMIGRANT & 
REFUGEE RIGHTS

WORKERS’ RIGHTS

NC Justice Center Staff Rebecca Cerese, Cristina Galvan, and Jen 
Sharp mail resources to partners about North Carolina’s Medicaid 
expansion program. 

Our experts in health advocacy continued to celebrate 
the legislative victory of expanding Medicaid, focusing 
on strategic outreach and enrollment of the 600,000 
newly eligible recipients. 

For over a decade, we’ve partnered with people living 
in the coverage gap, unable to afford private insurance 
or qualify for public health coverage. We’ve centered 
their stories in our advocacy efforts, connecting 
policies with lived experiences and building support 
for systems change. 

One of those individuals was Penelope Wingard, 
a breast cancer survivor who has accumulated 
thousands of dollars in medical debt. In our efforts to 
advocate for Medicaid expansion, Penelope’s story 
was featured by several media outlets. When Medicaid 
expansion went live on Dec. 1, 2023, Penelope was 
honored as the first person to receive a Medicaid 
health insurance card from Governor Roy Cooper. 

As our focus shifted to education and outreach 
to maximize Medicaid enrollment, we created 
resources, including an engaging coloring book with 
key messages on the importance of Medicaid, how to 
enroll, training resources for partners, wallet cards, and 
an illustrated mini magazine. Focusing on populations 
considered “hard to reach” or “hardly reached,” we 
created these tools with clear and accurate messages 
about the new coverage. For the first time ever in 
NC Justice Center history, our Medicaid expansion 
outreach resources were co-branded with a state 
government agency, NC Department of Health and 
Human Services, and printed and mailed to millions 
of people across the state. 

By July, just six months into North Carolina’s 
expansion, over half a million North Carolinians had 
already enrolled in the program. We continued to 
center the stories of the many advocates who have 
shared their experiences of being in the coverage gap, 
uplifting that these individuals are now able to access 
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Back in 2013, I was diagnosed with breast cancer. Through the breast cancer 
and cervical cancer Medicaid program I was able to get treated—but on the last 
day of my radiation treatment, I lost my coverage. My oncologist wouldn’t even 
see me anymore because I didn’t have any health insurance. I ended up having 
an aneurysm surgery twice, losing my vision, and, of course, I lived in fear of the 
breast cancer coming back. I had to deal with all of this navigation through our 
healthcare system—without any type of healthcare insurance. 

I am one of the lucky people who was auto-enrolled in Medicaid today. I will now 
be able to go to a doctor to address my back pain that I’ve been having for over 
a month without worrying about getting further in debt. I’ll be able to get my 
diagnostic mammogram without spending hundreds of dollars out of pocket that I 
don’t have.”
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comprehensive medical services and fill prescriptions 
affordably. 

Our work to strengthen and protect healthcare access 
and affordability continued as we began planning 
a new campaign addressing medical debt in North 
Carolina. Our state has the fourth-highest percentage 
of people with medical debt in collections. This 
debt often prevents people from seeking care. We 
worked to collect stories that would raise awareness 

of this issue and persuade leaders to support policy 
solutions. We also made some important progress on 
building support from key decision-makers on this 
issue.   

Although our approach and strategies have changed 
this year, we remain committed in our fight for 
healthcare access and health equity as we continue 
to work to mitigate the harms of medical debt in our 
state. 

Penelope Wingard, breast cancer survivor and healthcare 
advocate at Dec. 1, 2023, Medicaid expansion press conference

	   Today is a day of 
celebration, and my tears 
are tears of joy. Medicaid 
expansion will legitimately 
save thousands of lives.
“  
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IMMIGRANT & REFUGEE RIGHTS
WE PROTECTED AND DEFENDED THE RIGHTS OF IMMIGRANTS AND REFUGEES STATEWIDE, 

PROVIDING LEGAL ASSISTANCE AND ADVOCATING FOR PUBLIC POLICIES THAT IMPROVE 

THE WELL-BEING OF IMMIGRANT FAMILIES AND PROVIDE THEM WITH OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

ECONOMIC SECURITY.

HEALTH ADVOCACYCONSUMER, 
HOUSING & ENERGY

EDUCATION & 
LAW

FAIR CHANCE 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

IMMIGRANT & 
REFUGEE RIGHTS

WORKERS’ RIGHTS

This year, we continued to face a state legislature 
determined to target and harm immigrants, especially 
in the areas of criminalization and deportation. While 
the current makeup of the North Carolina General 
Assembly is not favorable toward advancing pro-

immigrant bills, we employed engagement 
strategies that are making a difference—

both in individual lives and in broader 
policy debates in Raleigh. 

We directly supported immigrants 
and their families, protecting 
victims of crime and other abuses 
and providing legal representation 
to those seeking legal status. 

As part of our goal to help immigrants 
navigate the complicated immigration 

system, we have taken on numerous cases 
this year for clients from all over the world.  We’re 
defending two women who fled Guinea to prevent 
female genital mutilation from being practiced on 
their daughters, have secured cancelation of removal 
for a family from Mexico with a severely disabled 
child, and have reunited families stranded after the 
US withdrawal from Afghanistan.  We have also filed 
mandamus actions against the federal government 
on behalf of asylum applicants stuck in the backlog 
of asylum cases, securing approval of asylum 
applications for clients whose applications have been 
pending for over six years.  We’ve stood as unwavering 
advocates in pursuit of safety, security, and dignity for 
our immigrant clients.

We prioritized high-impact cases with the potential 
to improve conditions for many immigrants, including 
settling a class-action lawsuit for mobile home tenants 
affected by a rent-to-own scheme, securing over $1 
million, new leases, and revised policies. 

In addition to direct representation, we sought 
to protect and defend rights through community 
education. Through clinics and outreach, we 
increased awareness of a new form of deportation 
relief for migrant workers involved in labor disputes 
against their employers. Our staff members were 
frequently called upon to provide training to non-
profit organizations and government agencies about 
immigrants’ access to benefits. 

We monitored compliance with new settlements 
around court language access and fought for policies 
ensuring everyone has access to driver’s licenses and 
photo IDs.  

Our fully bilingual (Spanish-English) team collaborated 
with immigrant-led and Latinx groups throughout the 
state, providing monitoring and policy analysis of 
state and federal legislative proposals. We created 
multilingual materials to explain pending legislation 
and conducted participatory workshops on important 
policy issues in both English and Spanish.

From the individual to the systemic, our efforts upheld 
the right of immigrants and refugees to build safe, 
secure, and thriving futures.
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In May, I joined five born-and-raised North Carolinians at the General Assembly to 
speak against House Bill 10, a bill causing fear in our Latino community. We were 

nervous, but we encouraged each other with the unspoken words, ‘Por nuestra gente—for our 
people.’

As a leader in my community, I encounter this climate of fear daily. I’ve helped community 
members call police because of language barriers and because they don’t trust law 
enforcement due to their immigration status.

As a litigation paralegal and community educator with the NC Justice Center, I help migrants 
whose rights are violated on our farms and in workplaces across the state. This includes 
handling human trafficking cases. 

ANDRESSIA RAMIREZ, Paralegal, Workers’ Rights and 
Immigrant & Refugee Rights

WITH EACH CLIENT, THE 
FIRST THING I MUST DO IS 
REASSURE THEM THAT FILING 
A COMPLAINT OR AIDING IN 
AN INVESTIGATION WILL NOT 
LEAD TO DEPORTATION.” 

Top image: NC Justice Center staff and summer 
interns at the North Carolina General Assembly 
lobbying against House Bill 10. Bottom image: 
Andressia Ramirez, speaks at the hearing of the 
NC Senate Judiciary Committee on House Bill 10. 

“ 
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Clermont Ripley, Co-Director of the Workers’ 
Rights Project (center) supports client at 
Deferred Action for Labor Enforcement clinic 
in Mount Olive, N.C. on October 1, 2023.
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WORKERS’ RIGHTS

This year, we continued our efforts to protect North 
Carolinians from unsafe working conditions and 
ensure they know their rights in the workplace.  

We created new educational materials and 
conducted outreach to equip low-wage essential 
workers with information and resources to enforce 
their rights, improve their workplaces, and influence 
policymakers. We began a new outreach program, 
hosting workshops for migrant seafood processing 
workers and ensuring they knew their rights under 
the H-2B temporary work visa program. 

Because agricultural settings are often isolated 
and have limited oversight, these workers are 
especially vulnerable to exploitation. We litigated 
for agricultural workers, fighting against 
exploitative practices that perpetuate 
cycles of poverty—such as 
wage theft and labor 
trafficking. 

Our efforts helped 36 people get protection through  
Deferred Action for Labor Enforcement. Through 
this federal program, these individuals receive 
protected status and employment authorization, 
allowing them to participate in labor investigations 
without fear of retaliation. We hosted two clinics to 
help groups of people to apply. 

We filed complaints for individuals and groups, 
winning compensation and protections for 
employees whose rights had been violated. 

WE EMPOWERED, ADVOCATED FOR, AND DEFENDED THE RIGHTS OF WORKERS SO THAT ALL JOBS 

IN NORTH CAROLINA ARE GOOD JOBS, NORTH CAROLINIANS CAN TAKE TIME OFF FROM WORK 

WHEN THEY NEED IT, AND HAVE DIGNITY WHEN OUT OF WORK.

HEALTH ADVOCACYCONSUMER, 
HOUSING & ENERGY

EDUCATION & 
LAW PROJECT

FAIR CHANCE 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

IMMIGRANT & 
REFUGEE RIGHTS

WORKERS’ RIGHTS
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Advocates stand at a November 2023 
vigil highlighting heat stress as a critical 
issue.
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In addition, we advocated on behalf of 16 poultry 
workers who were fired and initially denied their 
pensions.  We negotiated with their employer to 
recover their retirements.

In addition to winning monetary damages, our 
litigation efforts have expanded court interpretations 
of employees’ rights and deterred unlawful 
employment practices, including cases of sexual 
harassment.

Despite a landscape that makes policy wins at the 
state level very challenging, we continued building 
momentum for a pro-worker agenda through 
research, advocacy, and media campaigns. 

We continued to shed light on  
systemic biases that undervalue 
women. Continuing our 
momentum of two published 
reports on the challenges 
facing working people, 
especially women, in North 
Carolina, we worked to 

uplift critical issues like the 
gender wage gap, occupational 

segregation, and the caregiving crisis. We highlighted 
the stories of individual women advocating for more 
fair and equitable workplaces. These personal 
stories and the statistical evidence converged at a 
State of Working Women Forum hosted in Charlotte 
in December. 

At various press conferences and media events, we 
advocated for stronger and more robust enforcement 
of labor laws, including protections against 
retaliation for reporting abuses and comprehensive 
support systems that empower workers to assert 
their rights without fear of reprisal. 

As the threats of extreme heat and COVID-19 
continued to plague our state, we demanded 
lawmakers improve worker safety by adopting 
regulations to protect workers from heat stress and 
airborne infectious diseases. 

We spread awareness of these critical issues 
through targeted social media campaigns, raising 
awareness about essential workplace rights and 
advocating for increased protections. 
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but our state’s employers and elected leaders have yet to meaningfully address them. While 
we continue to pursue policy change in coalition with our partners across the state, our team 
has also developed tools to support workplace organizing, training working people on their 
right to take collective action to solve workplace problems and demand better benefits and 
wages. 

We know from looking at other states that when workers are organized, the whole 
workforce—not to mention the state’s economy—benefits. We’ve been thrilled to see all 
the new worker-led organizing emerging among workers in the service sector, healthcare, 
nonprofits, shipping, and in academia. We are hopeful that it’s just the beginning.”

ANA PARDO, Co-Director of the Workers’ Rights Project

Advocates stand at Workers’ 
Memorial Day April 28, 2024, 
honoring North Carolina 
workers who lost their lives 
on the job.

Ana Pardo, Co-Director of the Workers’ Rights Project (far left) 
stands with Bella-Giavanni Austin, President of the National 
Coalition of 100 Black Women – Queen City Metropolitan 
Chapter, Wendy Chun-Hoon, Director of the USDOL Women’s 
Bureau, and Marlaina Guillaume, Southeast Region USDOL 
Women’s Bureau Regional Administrator at the State of 
Working Women Forum in Charlotte, December 2023.

18

“ 
		  THESE ARE NOT  
PROBLEMS WITHOUT SOLUTIONS,
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Page from mini magazine with information 
about Medicaid expansion, illustrated by Kayla 
Je’wel Lucas. The booklets were distributed in 
partnership with NC Department of Health and 
Human Services.

We continued to push our  
publication style to 
highly visual and easily 
skimmable formats. 

We created Carolina Changemakers, a 
podcast featuring interviews with North 
Carolinians working to make our state a 
more just and equitable place. Our guests 
are community leaders, advocates, and 
organizers working on housing, healthcare, 
criminal justice reform, education, workers’ 
rights, immigration, and more. 

We leveraged social media to elevate 
historical events, such as the anniversary of 
the courageous labor strike of United Tobacco 
Workers Local 22.
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Anonymous* (2)
James Aaron
Irwin Abrams
Nancy Ackermann Cole 
& Don Cole
AFL-CIO of NC
Annie & Honorable 
John Ager*
AJ Fletcher Foundation*
Dr. Patricia Albers
Jana Albritton
Ann & Lex Alexander
Dr. Patrice Alexander
Joseph Alonis
Patricia Amend*
American Civil Liberties 
Union of NC
Carol Anderson & 
Chuck Eppinette
Dr. James Anderson*
Dr. Carol Angle*
Dr. Marcia Angle & 
Mark Trustin*
Martha Apple
Honorable Margaret & 
Howard Arbuckle
Linda Ashendorf
Christine & Ross Atkins
Kelle Atkins
Karla Atkinson
Barbara Avery
Cynthia Aziz & Timothy 
Vonderembse
Sarah & Meg Baesmith
Beth Bagwell
Barbara Bales

Honorable Cynthia Ball 
& David Aspnes
Donald Ball
Elizabeth Barnes
Erin Barnes
James Barrett, Jr
Jim Barrett
Dr. Daniel Barron
Joyce & William Bay
Rachel & Nathan 
Bearman*
Judith Beck & Jerome 
Hay
Brenda & Charles 
Becton
Michelle Bedard & 
Steve Agan
Elizabeth & Walter 
Bennett
Stephen Benton
Leah Bergman*
Alicia Berry & Jeff 
Kleaveland
Patricia Berryman
Pakis Bessias
Mary Bethel
Sara Biggers
Dr. Bob Bilbro
Todd Bishop
Stephanie Biziewski
Betty & Dr. David Bland
Eva Blinder & Beth 
Israel
Lanier Blum
Violette Blumenthal
Jennifer & Jack Boger*

Linda & Mitchel Bollag*
Jack Bookman
Magdalene & William 
Bordley*
Deborah Bosley & 
Martin Settle
Linda Bossert
Stella Boswell & Craig 
Heinly*
Bert Bowe
Ann Bradbury Shuffler
Scott Bradley*
Kat Brand
Dr. Jo Ellen Brandmeyer
William Brandon
Lewis Brandon III
Rhonda Breed
Ruth & Daniel Brenner
Honorable Robin Britt, 
Sr
Jan & Jim Brittain
Kathryn Britton
Renae Broderick*
Ruth Bromer
Moira Downey & 
Honorable Chris Brook*
Carol Brooke & Chris 
van Hasselt
Barbara Brooks
Brooks, Pierce, 
McLendon, Humphrey 
& Leonard, LLP
Bruce Brown
Cedric Brown
Jane Brown & James 
Protzman*

Shelley Brown
Jessica & Steven 
Brueggeman
Kim Brugh
Elizabeth Bruno*
Julia Buckner
Larry Bumgardner
Rebecca Burmester
Dennis Burns
Jane & Ronald Buryk
Dr. Sylvia Chester 
Butterfield & Honorable 
G.K Butterfield
Sandra Byrd
Dr. Jay Calloway
Camber Collective
Campbell University 
School of Law*
Ann & John Campbell*
Robert Campbell
Susan & Jack Campbell
Scottie & Tom Cannon
Charlotte Caplan & 
Michael Brubaker
Jane Caplan*
Cristy & Don Carroll
Phillip Carter
Becky Carver
Jean Cary & George 
Danser*
Suzanne & Matt Case*
Dee Cash & Frank 
Goldsmith
Audrey Cassell
Jim Cavener
 

WE THANK OUR INCREDIBLE GROUP OF DONORS WHO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT

THIS WORK AND THOSE WHO JOINED US FOR THE FIRST TIME. WE WOULD LIKE TO 

RECOGNIZE THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS, FUNDING PARTNERS, FOUNDATIONS, 

ASSOCIATIONS, AND BUSINESSES. 

FROM JANUARY 1, 2023 - AUGUST 30, 2024
GENEROUS DONORS

*NAMES WITH ASTERISKS DENOTE MEMBERS OF THE JUSTICE CIRCLE
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Self Help Credit Union
Center for Responsible 
Lending
Mac Chaffee
Emily Chapman Grimes
Charles River Labs
Charlotte Center for 
Legal Advocacy
Richard Chasin*
Chris Chato
Latitia Christian
Deborah & George 
Christie
Carol Clark
Dr. Carol Clark
Honorable Beverley 
Clark*
Eugene Clark
Dr. Laura Clark
Sandy Clark
Dr. Barbara Clawson
Louise Clifford
Randolph Cloud
Howard Cohen
Tim Collins
Community Foundation 
of Greater Greensboro, 
Inc.*
Community United 
Church of Christ
Cone Health 
Foundation

Cone Wealth
Laurie Cone*
The Robert C. and Sally 
B. Cone Fund*
Congregation Beth 
HaTephila
Congregation Beth 
Israel
Renee & David 
Connelly
Cathy Conners*
Dr. Sharon Contreras*
Carol & Patrick Conway
Sandra Wilcox Conway 
& Peter Conway*
NC Council of 
Churches
Copeley Law*
Daniel Copple
William Corbett*
Susan Cormier
Jessica Cossette
Marion Cowell, Jr.
Adrienne Cox
Betty Craven & Michael 
Warner*
Gisele Crawford
Andrea Crook
Auley Crouch, III
Jimmie Crowder
Laura Crumpler & John 
Dowd

Elizabeth Culbreth & 
John Vanderstar
Elizabeth Cullington
Dr. Pamela Culp
Rene Cummins
Michael Cunningham
John Curry
Anne Dahle
Scott Dallamura
Robert Dalsemer
Kenneth Dalsheimer
Marcia & Honorable 
Mark Davis
Rhoda Davis
Tricia & John de Beer
Jennie Deal
Erin Debnam
Deborah Ross for 
Congress
Mary Deck
Mary Kay Delaney
Jade Dell*
Anne Deloria & Bob 
Jackson
Democracy NC
Democracy Out Loud
Democratic Women of 
Wilson
Carol & Robert 
Deutsch*
 

Jenny & Honorable Kirk 
deViere
Betty Dickson
Honorable Margaret 
Dickson*
Vicky & Robert Dickson
Disability Rights NC
Leanor Dobson
Abby & Jim Donnelly
Karen Dorr
Stephen Dovenitz
Laura Dover
Andrea Dreier
David Dreifus
Kristi Dry
Carol Dugger
Pam & Alan Duncan*
Susan Dunn Land
Martha Dzioba
Shelton Earp
Peter Edelman
Betsy & Ben Edwards
Lori & Harrison 
Edwards
Dr. Mary Ellin Eisele
Elise Elliott
Carole Ellis
Mary Engel
Amy Englehart
Andrew Erteschik*
 

TED FILLETTE, Retired Senior Managing 
Attorney, Legal Aid of NC (Charlotte office)

“ 

I contribute to the NC Justice Center for many 
reasons.  It makes state government and 

businesses treat people fairly.  It can advocate in every 
forum:  legislature, courts, administrative agencies, 
and media.  The NC Justice Center has been the most 
effective group combating systemic injustices in N.C. 
for over 25 years.”
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Dean Melissa & Larry 
Essary*
Essex Richards P.A.
Sherry Essig & Warren 
Raybould
Everett Gaskins 
Hancock LLP
Dr. Lou Fabrizio
Carol & William 
Falender
Stephanie Fanjul*
Victor Farah
Fearrington Democratic 
Club
Carolyn & Tom 
Fehsenfeld*
Sheila & John Fellerath
Lawrence Felzer
Karen Ferguson
Richard Fernandez
Judith Ferster
Anna Fesmire
Leslie Fiddler

Financial Protection 
Law Center
Barbara Fish
Honorable Susan & 
John Fisher
Terri Flam-Goldberg
Stephen Fleck
John Fleming
Jill & Smitty Flynn
Laura Ford
Marge Foreman*
Reverend Tami Forte 
Logan
Andrew Foster
Teresa & Kenneth 
Foster
Diana Fotinatos
Laurie Fox
Fox Rothschild LLP*
Jody Foyles
Ilene Freedman
Linda & Donald Frey
Kerry Friedman

Surassawadee Fry
Shirley & Honorable 
Henry Frye*
Emily Gabrian LLC
Lisa Gallagher
Cristina Galvan & Ryan 
Mulgrew
Charise & David Gantt*
Reverend Lisa Garcia-
Sampson
GEM Management, 
INC*
Pamela George & 
David Austin
Maureen Geraghty & 
Griff Morgan*
Dr. Laura Gerald*
Ellen Gerber
Victoria & Thomas 
Gerig
Stephen Gheen
Narendra Ghosh*
Lynn Gibbs
Susan Gilbert

Nathalie Gilfoyle*
Meagan Gill
Peter & Lucia Gill Case*
Patti Gilmour-Sylvester 
& Don Sylvester*
Sydney Gingrow
Amy Ginsburg & 
Andrew Maynard
Penelope Glass
Honorable Rick Glazier
Audrey Glickman
Natasha Goins
James Goldsmith
Randee Goodstadt
Angie & Paul Goodwin*
Randee Gordon
Susan & Chris Graebe*
Honorable Jane & Frank 
Gray
Myron Gray
Maurice Green
Sean Grier
Michael Grimwood
Bennett Groshong
Bernard Grunwald*
Christy & Jim Gudaitis
Priscilla Guild
Ferrel Guillory
Lida Guion
Betsy & Honorable Joe 
Hackney
Chip Hagan III*
Barry Hager*
Bob Hall
Carolyn & George Hall
Dr. Jacquelyn Hall & 
Robert Korstad
Robert Hall
David Hamilton
Anna Hamrick & Sam 
Snead
Shannon Hamrick
Dee Hansberry 

DONORS CONTINUED

I give to the NC Justice 
Center because its 

mission resonates deeply with 
my belief that every person 
deserves access to the resources 
necessary for a life of dignity 
and opportunity. By working 

to empower families and dismantle obstacles to 
economic mobility, NC Justice Center is not only 
uplifting communities but also fostering a more just 
and equitable North Carolina.”

“ 

KERRIE STEWART, Special Assistant to the Council on University 
Community, Chancellor’s advisory committee on campus diversity, 
UNC Charlotte
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Laura Hanson & David 
Cecelski*
Stephanie Hanson
Eileen Hanson-Kelly
Carol Hardison
Lonna & Richard 
Harkrader*
Thomas Harmon, Jr.
Jane Harper & Woody 
Connette
Frieda & Thomas 
Harrington
Lissa Harris
Faith Harrison
Dr. Judy & Bill Harrison
Dr. Alice & William Hart 
Jr.
Marian Hartman
Karen Hawk
Jeff Hawkins
Gwen & Tim 
Hazlehurst*
Anne Healy & Bruce 
Elmore
Laura Heise & John 
Graybeal
Dr. Laura Helfman
Clayton Henkel
Stanley Henshaw
Marilynne Herbert
Jill Hernandez
Mary Faith Herndon*
Ann Hester
Jean Hetherington
Aileen & Peter Hewitt
Diane Hill
Dr. Jo Ellen Hirsch
David Hiscoe
Nancy Hodgson
Ellen Holliday & Ted 
Fillette*
Carol Holmes*
Mark Holt
Deborah Hooker

Richard Hooker, Jr
Jean Hopkins
William Hopper
Randall Horne
Lucille Howard
Mary Anne Howard*
Susan Howell
Dr. Chi & Kristin Huang
Ann McKown & Dan 
Hudgins*
Honorable Robin 
Hudson*
Dan Huger
Charles Humble
Anne & Sam Hummel
Holmes Hummel
Darren Hunicutt
Linda & Martin 
Hunicutt*
George Hunker
Nancy & Sigmon 
Hutchinson
Dr. Frederick Ifft
Joan & Arthur Ingalls
Eva & Clyde Ingle
Honorable Lucy Inman 
& Billy Warden
Crystian Ioppolo
Mary Irvine
Ernest Irving*
Sandy & Deane Irving*
Katherine & Charles 
Ivey
Abby Jacobs & Joseph 
English
Honorable Wendy 
Jacobs
Deborah Jakubs
Pam & Doug James
James Family 
Foundation*
Angela Jeannet
Leonard Jernigan*
 

JM Family Fund
Evelyn & Honorable Joe 
John
Liz & Cyrus Johnson
Nathania Johnson
Edwina & Honorable 
Paul Jones
Sarah Jones
Joseph M. Bryan 
Foundation of Greater 
Greensboro*
Irving Joyner
Daniel Kadis*
Freya Kamel
Linda Kane
Lynne Kane
Kate B. Reynolds Trust*
Ron Katz
Kathy Kaufman
Mark Kearins
Honorable Patsy 
Keever*
Susan Kelemen
Irene & John Keller
Adrienne Kelly-
Lumpkin
Ervin Kelman
Tom Kenan, III*
Jane Kendall & Ran 
Coble
Judy Kincaid & 
Honorable Phil Lehman
Helen & William King
David Kirkman
Dr. Carol Klein
Dr. Sherryl Kleinman & 
Michael Schwalbe
Mary Klenz
Kathleen Klesh
Karlene Knebel 
& Richard 
Mann, 
Jr.

Marti Knisley
Susan Koesters
Dr. Thomas R. Konrad
Claudia Koonz & Jan 
Paris*
Rosalind Kotz
Olivia Krause
Sue Krebs
Bob Kucab
Jane Kulesza
Frances Kunreuther
Mackensie Kvalvik
Helen Ladd & Edward 
Fiske
Janine Lafferty
Kathy Lamb & Dan 
Edwards
Martha & William Lamb
Lancaster Craig & 
Associates
Anne & John Landin
Robin & Timothy Lane
Suzanne Langlois
Deborah Langsam & 
Dr. Joal Fischer*
Jody & Vann Langston*
Barbara Lanwermeyer
Susan Larson
Laser Precision Cutting, 
inc
Kathleen Laufenberg & 
Kent Spriggs*
Adriea & Josh Laurore*
Monica Lavery*
Law Offices of James 
Scott Farrin
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Melinda Lawrence & 
Greg Malhoit
Dr. David Leader
Judith Leavitt
Lynn Lederer
Karis Lee
Ellen Leff
Legal Aid of NC
Reverend Margaret 
Leinbach
Elizabeth Leland & 
Luke Largess
Lloyd Lense
Nelda Leon
Tammie & Lou 
Lesesne*
Wai Ki Leung
Carol Cole Levin
Betsy & Steve Levitas*
Jane Levy
Linda Levy
Melissa Lewis
Erika Lindemann
Dr. Susan Dianne Little
Louise Lockwood-
Zorowski
Patricia Long
Lynn & Ryke Longest
Laura Love
Lee & Mike Lumpkin*
Susan Lupton & Bob 
Schall*
Kate & Brian Lyons
Nancy MacLean & Dr. 
Bruce Orenstein
Jessie Maeck
Pamela Mahony
Diane & Bill Mance
Dr. Eric Mansfield*
Roger Manus
Stuart Marcovitch
Sam Marion
William Marshall*

 

Norma Marti
Louise & Honorable 
Grier Martin*
Patrick Martin
Dierdre & Dr. Allen 
Mask
Dee & John Mason
Karen Matthews
Deborah Dicks Maxwell
Honorable Julie 
Mayfield
Carolyn McAllaster & 
Coin Page
Joy & Richard 
McConnell
Ellen McGeorge
Deborah McGill
Jennifer McGovern & 
Steven Unruhe*
J. Denny McGuire
Kim McGuire & Jim 
Samsel*
Heather McIver
Kim-Marie McLellan
Elaine McNeill & Ann 
Louise Barrick*
Carlene McNulty
Franklin McNutt
Katherine Meares
Lonnie Merrick
Julia Merricks & Susan 
Hauser
Gale Meyer
Lloyd Michener
Sally Migliore
Deborah Miles & Marc 
Rudow
Brent Miller
Marc Miller
Suzanne Miller
Mills Construction Co. 
of SC*
Fred Mills Sr.*
William Mills
 

Stephanie & John 
Mitchell*
Marcia Monsalve
Mark Monsky
Julie Montanea
Patricia Montee
Julie Mooney & Richard 
Mooney
Noel & Honorable 
Richard Moore*
Peg & Dr. Richard 
Moore, II
Sarah & Frank 
Moorman
Honorable Marcia 
Morey*
Ann Morris & Mark 
Sutter*
Reverend Milly Morrow
Lawrence Morse*
Daniel Mosteller
Mary Mountcastle & 
Jim Overton*
Letha Muhammad
Connie & Steven 
Mullinix
Christine Mumma
Mary Murchison
Mary Musacchia
Mutual of America*
NAMI North Carolina
National Association of 
Social Workers North 
Carolina
National Coalition 
of 100 Black 
Women Queen City 
Metropolitan Chapter
NC A&T State 
University*
NC Association of 
Educators
NC Central University*
NC Child
NC Environmental 
Justice Network

Ann Nelson*
Network South Inc.
Gene Nichol*
Jan Nichols
Meredith Nicholson
Donna Nixon
Richard Nordan
Kristopher Nordstrom*
North Carolina Black 
Alliance
NC Democratic Party 
Jewish Caucus
North State Bank*
Phyllis Nunn
Julie Nye
Peg O’Connell
Timothy O’Brien
Lynne O’Brien & Roger 
Mitchell*
Maureen O’Brien
Melva Okun
Jocelyn Olcott*
Olson Law, PLLC
Laura O’Neal & Sam 
Cone*
OneDigital Benefits
Margaret Osborne
Jenni & Todd Owen
Ray Owens
Bob Page*
Janet Palmer
Ana Pardo & Michael 
Akers
Dr. Diane Parfitt
Jin Adams Parker
Joanna Patcha
Patterson Harkavy LLP*
Bob Pearson
David Peckham
Margaret Peeples
Garnet Persinger
Emily & Randel Phillips
Jane Pinsky & Richard 
Adelman

DONORS CONTINUED
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Pisgah Legal Services
Lori Pistor & Terry 
Allebaugh
Planned Parenthood 
South Atlantic
Michael Plowman
Susy Pollitt & Bill 
Rowe*
Megan Polzer
Joan Poole
Hazel Poolos
Nancy Posel*
Dr. Cheryl Posner-
Cahill
Diane & Mark Pozefsky
Judith Presser & David 
Clarke
Jane Preyer & Lark 
Hayes*
Honorable David Price*
Public Schools First NC
Dr. Sara Quandt & 
Thomas Arcury
Dr. Kate & Honorable 
Joe Sam Queen
Bryna Rapp
Dorothy & Honorable 
Ray Rapp*
Alice Ratliff
Ann Rauchbach
Laurie Reed

Susan & George Reed
Lawrence Repeta
Suzanne Reynolds & 
Hoppy Elliot*
Ann Richardson
Patricia Rieser
Dr. Wayne Riggins & 
Luis Perez*
Justice Allison Riggs
Luke Rindfuss
Retta Riordan
Carol Rist
Michele Rivest & John 
Alderson
Patricia Robertson & 
Curry First
Wendy Robineau & 
Donald Beskind*
Honorable Gladys 
Robinson
Bob Rodriguez
Louise Romanow
Shirley & Eliot Rosen
Theresa Rosenberg
Honorable Deborah 
Ross
Susan & Tom Ross*
Erica Rothman
Margaret Rowlett
Irene Rusnak

Corinne Russell
Kathryn Sabbeth
Tara & Steve 
Sandercock
Ann & Blaine Sanders
Kristen Saranteas
Charles Sasser
Helen Savage
Carol Sawyer & Tom 
Hanchett*
Dr. Jessica Schorr Saxe 
& Allen Saxe*
Happy Sayre-McCord*
Beatrice Schall
Kitty Schaller
Michael Schaul
Lao Rubert & 
Honorable Steve 
Schewel*
Karen & Michael Schley 
Foundation*
Noelle & Rob Schofield
Gita Schonfeld & 
Marvin Swartz
Dr. Jane & Kenneth 
Schorr*
Michael Schulman
Phyllis Schultz & Dr. 
Matthew Gromet*
Robbie Schultz
Susan Scott

F. Scottie Seawell
Seeds of Hope
Joti Sekhon
Carolyn Sexton
Hope Shand
Andrea Shapiro
Jane & Trevor Sharp
John Shaw
Art Sherwood
Nancy Shoemaker
Reggie Shuford*
Will Shuford
Susan Shumaker*
Susan Siegel
Pnina & Sorin Siegler
Beth Silberman & 
Kenneth Rose
Pam Silberman & Jack 
Holtzman*
Andy Silver
Adam Silverstein
Jennifer Simmons
Edith Simpson
Reverend Gary 
Simpson
Karen Sindelar
Jeff Sinn
Alexandra Sirota
Paula Skedsvold

SALLY CONE, The Robert C. and Sally B. Cone Fund

“ 

Contributing to the NC Justice Center is the 
single most effective nonpartisan way I’ve 

found to actually DO SOMETHING to address issues 
underlying poverty in N.C.—in courtrooms, legislative 
halls, and communities—from both policy and 
practical perspectives. I like the NC Justice Center’s 
pragmatism—and appreciate that they don’t let ‘the 
perfect’ be the enemy of ‘the good.’”
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Anne Slifkin
Becky Slifkin & Dr. 
Richard Rosen
Charles Smith
James Smith
Jane & Gary Smith
Jeanne Smith
Mary Nelle Smith & 
Kyle Woosley*
Stephen Smith
South Eastern Energy 
Alliance
Andrew Spainhour*
Treka Spraggins
Kate & Phelps Sprinkle
Jennifer & John Spruill*
Heather Starck
Celisa Steele
Anna & Attorney 
General Josh Stein
Gerda Stein & Lee 
Norris*
Helen Stein
Dr. Sondra Stein
Lauren Steiner*
Honorable Linda 
Stephens
Ann McColl & Thomas 
Stern
Mark Sternlicht
Kerrie Stewart
Susan Stinson
Cay Stratton
Blaise Strenn
Student Action with 
Farmworkers
Alison Stuebe & 
Geoffrey Green*
David Stuebe
Mary Patricia Stumpf
Barbara & Gray Styers
Brenda Summers
Dr. Laura Svetkey

Angilique & Adam 
Svolto
Deborah Swain
Heidi Swann
Janet & Jim Sweeney
Piroska Szabo
Honorable Mary Ann 
Tally*
Cathy Tamsberg & 
Felicia Roper*
Helen Tarokic
Bridget Tarrant
Dr. David Tayloe
Chandra Taylor-Sawyer
Carol Teal & Bill Wilson, 
Jr
Philip Telfer
Monica Teutsch
The Athlete’s Foot*
Jennifer Thomas
John Thomas
Mary Thomas
Angus Thompson, Jr
Ruth & Larry Thompson
Dean Patricia 
Timmons-Goodson & 
Dr. Ernest Goodson*
Tin Fulton Walker & 
Owen PLLC*
Abbie & Alan Tom*
Kate & Allen Torrey
Carol Tresolini & 
Thomas Fiore*
Richard Trottier
Susan Tuman
Dwayne Tutt
Debra Tyler Horton & 
Carl Horton
John Vail Law PLLC*
Nancy J. Van Antwerp
Jeanne Van Divender
Peter van Dorsten
Honorable Terry & Ted 

Van Duyn*
Diane Vannais & Dr. 
Charles Waldren*
Erin Vickery
Angela Vieth & Arthur 
Goodwin
Frances & Thomas 
Vitaglione
Gerard Voos
Helen & Harold Voris
Roberta Waddle
Sharon Walker & David 
Walsh
Susanne & Greg Walker 
Wilson
Dr. Terry Wall
Charles Walton
Jenny Warburg*
James Warlick
Deborah & Gregg 
Warren
Tom Warshauer
Grace & Donald 
Washington
Walter Weathers
Katherine & Mike 
Weaver*
Honorable Greg Weeks
Linda Weisel & Daniel 
Pollitt
Honorable Jennifer 
Weiss & Bruce 
Hamilton
Deborah Weissman
Barbara Weitz & Mark 
Kay
Judith West
Marla West
Marian Westbrook
Westminster 
Presbyterian Church
Jane Wettach & Paul 
Baldasare, Jr.
Judy Whisnant & John 

Bell
Dr. Jesse White*
Keith White
Judy & Robert Wicker
Leah Wills
Anne & Charles Wilson
Carole & Brad Wilson
Cynthia Wilson
John Wilson*
Honorable Leslie 
Winner & Dr. Gerald 
Postema*
The Winston-Salem 
Foundation
Linda Wire
Elisa Wolper & David 
Drooz
Amy Womble
Womble Bond 
Dickinson LLP*
Women’s Forum of 
North Carolina
Holly & Jim Wood*
Mary & Stephen Woody
Susan & Duncan 
Yaggy*
Dr. Ned Yellig
You Can Vote
Stephen Young
Z. Smith Reynolds 
Foundation*
Henrietta Zalkind
Ruth Zalph
Zaytoun & Ballew, LLC*
David Zeeso
Karen Ziff & Richard 
Wasch*

DONORS CONTINUED

*NAMES WITH ASTERISKS DENOTE MEMBERS OF THE JUSTICE CIRCLE
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NC JUSTICE CENTER STAFF
SUNSHINE ADAM, 
Communications Specialist
CAROL BROOKE, Senior Attorney
JUAN CALDERON LORA, 
Paralegal, Immigrant & Refugee 
Rights
REBECCA CERESE, Policy 
Advocate, Health Advocacy
NICOLE DOZIER, Director, Health 
Advocacy 
ANDREA DREIER, Director of 
Communications
MATT ELLINWOOD, Director, 
Education & Law
ELISE ELLIOTT, Accounting 
Manager
DIANA ESPINAL-GUTIERREZ, 
Litigation Paralegal, Consumer, 
Housing & Energy
CRISTINA GALVAN, Senior 
Administrative Assistant
TIM HAZLEHURST, Director of IT 
and Facilities
CASSANDRA HINTON, 
Accountant
DARREN HUNICUTT, Director of 
Finance
MARYAM KHAN, Staff Attorney, 
Immigrant & Refugee Rights
QUISHA MALLETTE, Staff 
Attorney, Fair Chance Criminial 
Justice

AALIYAH MATTISON, Executive 
Assistant
KIM-MARIE McLELLAN, Director 
of Gifts 
CARLENE McNULTY, Director of 
Litigation
SARAH MONTGOMERY, Senior 
Policy Advocate, Education & Law
DANI MOORE, Transportation 
and Energy Policy Advocate
AALIYAH MUHAMMAD, 
Communications Specialist
HYUN NAMKOONG, Deputy 
Director, Health Advocacy
IVY NICOLE-JONET, Digital 
Communications Coordinator, 
Workers’ Rights Project
JASMINA NOGO, Staff Attorney, 
Immigrant & Refugee Rights
KRIS NORDSTROM, Senior 
Policy Analyst, Education & Law
PHYLLIS NUNN, Design Director
ANA PARDO, Co-Director, 
Workers’ Rights Project
ASHLEIGH PIENKOSZ, 
Information Technology Specialist
JASON PIKLER, Senior Attorney, 
Consumer, Housing & Energy
ANDRESSIA RAMIREZ, 
Paralegal, Immigrant & Refugee 
Rights and Workers’ Rights

CLERMONT RIPLEY, Co-Director, 
Workers’ Rights Project
LILY SCHORR, Major Gifts Officer
JEN SHARP, Communications 
Specialist, Health Advocacy
SHRAY SHETTY,  Leslie J. Winner 
Public Interest and Civil Rights 
Fellow
REGGIE SHUFORD, Executive 
Director
SUIJIN LI SNYDER, Office 
Manager
HEYSOLL RODRIGUEZ SOTO, 
Engagement Coordinator, Health 
Advocacy
ADAM SVOLTO, Director of 
Policy & Engagement
LAURA WEBB, Director, Fair 
Chance Criminial Justice
CLAIRE WILLIAMSON, Energy 
Policy Advocate, Consumer, 
Housing & Energy
KATE WOOMER-DETERS, Senior 
Attorney, Immigrant & Refugee 
Rights
TIM YOUNG, Communications 
Specialist, Fair Chance Criminial 
Justice

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MATT CASE, Co-Chair		  DREW ERTESCHIK, Co-Chair

DR. JAMES ANDERSON
HON. CHRISTOPHER BROOK
DREAMA CALDWELL
SAM CONE
DR. CHI-CHENG HUANG

HON. ROBIN HUDSON
REV. TAMI FORTE LOGAN
DR. ALLEN MASK
LETHA MUHAMMAD
CONG. DAVID PRICE

MICHAEL SCHLEY
KERRIE STEWART
HON. PATRICIA TIMMONS-
GOODSON



PO Box 28068 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611-8068

(919) 856-2570

contact@ncjustice.org

The NC Justice Center’s work is made possible
by generous support from individuals, businesses,
and foundations. Thank you for ensuring our work
to build prosperity and opportunity for all North
Carolinians can continue.

Scan here to support our work.
Or visit: www.ncjustice.org/donate


